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on the inland side that rises abruptly
approximately 50 vertical feet.

The beach has been accessible to
the public for the past nine years
through timed locked gates at the
west and east ends of Sea Level
Drive off Broad Beach Road, open
from sunrise to sunset. Another gate
exists in the center of the tract off
Broad Beach Road, but Tony
Giordano, president of MEHOA,
said it is not open to the public.

Having the accessway open to
the public is another concern of the
homeowners, as it passes next to one
of the large homes found on the tract.

Boeckmann said when he moved
to the tract nearly 30 years ago,
several homes were burglarized,
which is why gates were installed on
both ends of Sea Level Drive.

“There has to be some protection
for homeowners,” said Boeckmann.

Boeckmann, Giordano and
Terence Sternberg, the lawyer
representing MEHOA in the lawsuit
against the owners of the lots in
question, say they have repeatedly
asked to be involved in talks about
the possible sale. They say that Steve
Horn, deputy executive officer of the
Coastal Conservancy, met with them
in late August, but they were not
provided any concrete information
about the possible purchase and their
concerns about safety and the values
of their community were not
addressed.

Marcia Hanscom, co-chair of the
Sierra Club, one of the groups
supporting the purchase, said many
of the concerns that environmental
groups have about protecting the
resources of the beach are in
alignment with the majority of the
homeowners.

“Some want to keep it a private
beach,” said Hanscom of the effort to
block the purchase.

“The attitude in Malibu is ‘we are
going to be overrun by others,’ ” she
said. “We are really lucky to live
here, we need to share the treasures
of the coastline.”

“Nothing has really changed,”
said Haynie. “Wealthy homeowners
are trying to prevent access to the
beach, even though they claim they
provided access for nine years.”

“These people will say or do
whatever seems to benefit their
cause,” he continued. “Which is to
prevent public access on a permanent
basis.”

Another contention by the
homeowners is that the property is
overvalued.

“The two big concerns are, is the
price being asked appropriate or too
much, and whether or not buying all
the property rights is sufficient to get
the public down there,” said
Sternberg.

In fact, State Controller Kathleen
Connell recently released a statement
supporting the purchase, but is
concerned about the fair market
value. Apparently, Connell
commissioned an’  independent
appraisal which showed the fair
market value of the property was
$2.5 million rather than $12.5
million.

“I am rather surprised that
Kathleen Connell would raise an
issue with respect to, price without
contacting the commission which she
chairs, or the State Coastal
Conservancy to  discuss  her
concerns,” said Haynie in response to
the staternent.

Hanscom said in response (o
arguments about the value: “Are all
the homeowners willing to devaluate
their lots””

“They fthe state] don't overpay
for w piece of  propeny’
Hanscom, “They le 4

something that’s within fair market

approved appraiser. Homn assured the
board members that it had passed all
those tests.”

In regards to property rights, the

homeowners contend they may have

the right to control access to the
beach through 1932. Covenants,
Conditions and Restrictions for the
tract.

“] really don’t know what to

think,” said Haynie. “They say they
want public access to the beach, but
then they sue me with a lawsuit that
says public use is inconsistent with
CC&Rs.”

The MRCA board will vote on
Monday whether to take a position

and approve taking  interim
ownership of the Lechuza Beach
property.

Meanwhile, both MEHOA

members and Haynie continue to
battle over who has the right to do
what with the property.

“When Haynie bought ther

property he was told it was
worthless,” said Boeckmann.
“When he couldn’t develop it, he
came up with this idea as a person
doing wonderful things. Somehow
he’s gone around that the truth is
not the truth, that these properties
have a value that they do not
have.”

Haynie vows to fight and retain
his right to do what he wants with his
property.

“I will cross complain i;;zai
for the entire value ol d
he said. “T will sue ¢
homeowners
They're all
dsm ¢ have 1o do %ﬁ
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¢ California Coastal
Conservancy is ex-
pected to consider

authorizing funding of up
to $10 million for acquisi-
tion of Lechuza Beach at its
meeting on September 28
in Eureka.

“Our recommendation to
the Coastal Conservancy is
to provide the $10 million
for the acquisition of 21
Jots on the beach and three
inland parcels to connect to
the 1,100 linear feet of
sandy beach,” said Steve
Horn, the conservancy’s
project roanager.

Hom said the basic issue’

his staff report deals with is
the price to be paid—if it is
a fair market value—if it is
supported by a property
appraisal and what public
benefits would come from
the acquisition.

The conservancy spokes-
person said, that for the pre-
sent, the stafl recommenda-
tion for public access is to
maintain what is already

provided by the bomeown-

ers for zﬁwa 10 years. -

o eliminate the potential for
development. At one time
Norm Haynie, who controls
the interest in Lechuza Vil-
las West (the entity which
owns the property) had
sought (o develop 14 lots on
the sandy beach. The prop-
erty at one time was owned

MALIBY meamm.cm NEWS

State Considers Acquiring Lechuza Beach

by the Adamson family.
Last week, the Malibu
City Council unanimously
passed a resolution reaf-
firming its support for
acquiring the property for
public use and added lan-
guage to the measure also
indicating it would not

interfere in any potential
access issues that might
occur once the property is in
the state's hands.

"We understand there is
substantial concern among
the residents and the home-
owners association aboul
the results of public acquisi-

tion,” said Hom, who ticked
off a list of those perceived
concerns including public
access, parking, impacls to
the environmental quality of
the beach and the possibility
of improvements, -

“There is a lot of appre-
hension on the part of the

m Coastal Conservancy Is Expected to Outline Plans for Providing Public Access

residents and it is our desire
to work with everyone,”
added Horn, who explained
that the state taking tite to
the lots also acquires fee
simple ownership of Sea
Level Drive. Residents liv-
ing on the beachside road-

(Continued on page13)
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Q_:,ns.g the public can
acoess the sandy &58_50‘

via an unlocked pedestrian }

gate at east and west Sea
Level Drive and at a stair-
well opposite Bunny Lane,

according to Horn. The

arrangement calls for
beachgoers to park along

- Broad Beach Road and

walk to the beach. “There
are no plans for n:mamﬂ [to
public access] in the imme-

. diate future,” he added:

“The conservancy staff
planner, who kept stressing
“plans for the immediate
future,” insisted the state
would probably maintain
the status quo, but would
possibly begin (o consider

some kind of beach access
‘for _
including a parking space
'somewhere along Sea

the -handicapped,

Level Drive.

.~ “For the longer term, we

wish to work out 2 manage-
ment 2»: with the roan,

owners association, the \

City of MaliBu and the Cal- -
ifornia Coastal Commis-

sion and w...lyze whether
physical improvements
such as a restroom of drink-
ing water fountain. In view
of the limited width of Sea
Level Drive, it is probably
not likely expected for lim-
ited space for handicap
parking spaces along Sea 4
Level Drive for the dis-
abled,” Hom added,

The conservancy planner
noted the inland parcels
near or adjacent to the

beach were being acquired

(Continued from page 5)

way currently possess ease-
ments across the narrow
residential lane. o
“Does this mean the pub-
lic would drive down Sea
Level Drive? [ don’t think it
is likely the state will have
public parking. There are
safety concems (about the
parrow :5& We are not
proposing that as an imme-

-diate result of the public ac-

quiring the property. I do

_
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think a public m&aﬁzw facil-
ity for the disabled s a good
idea,” said the planper, who
noted he believed there was

plenty of parking for the

public on Broad Beach
Road and that the walk
down to the sand is not far
away.

Hom explained he saw
no reason why the state
might remove the gates that
n::d::« Eonw <n_=n=_E.

aocess o the private road-
way saying the public has
been able to adequately ac-
cess the beach for the last
10 years under the curmrent
arrangements.

The planner noted that
any changes 8:%; by the
state would require a coastal
development permit §
the 0&?8_- Qwhu_




